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with hours of rich, inspiring 















































SCHOOL 
THREE-WEEK SESSIONS! 
June 20 to July 8 + July 11 to 29 






Yours to enjoy ... an interesting and surprisingly inex- 
pensive vacation . . . plus three or six weeks of practical, 
concentrated study of the Bible and related subjects, including 
Sacred Music, Christian Education and Missions. 


on right in the Courses of study have been planned and designed especially 
for students, teachers, office workers, pastors, missionaries and 


ae ms f busy Christians from all walks of life . . . providing the same 
merropo itan study opportunities as Moody Day School, but in a shorter 
Chicago period 


Participation in Christian work assignments is optional, but 
students are encouraged to take full advantage of the same 
practical work opportunities that have made Moody train- 
ing famous. 


near Lake Michigan 

ee. only eight blocks 
from Chicago's 
famous loop... 


close to many of the Then, too, you'll have fellowship with Christians from almost 
city's cultural centers. al] Protestant denominations, 
And in your 


yng aa “ong TUITION IS FREE! Room and board as low as $20 a week. Your 
sight-seeing tours and only other expense is the student benefit fee of $3.50 per 
browsing around session (this covers health service and post office) and what- 
Gt points of interest, °VeT YOu pay for music lessons, 
Yes, you can live in Chicago and attend MBI Summer 
School for only $20 a week—even in 1960! A wonderful oppor- 
tunity—don’t pass it up! 








MORE THAN 40 ACCREDITED SUBJECTS! Pt i 
Faculty includes outstanding Bible teachers, Christian edu- 
cators and gospel musicians, with more than 40 accredited i 
subjects being offered. 

This year’s sessions will include studies in a wide range of | 
Bible subjects and feature workshops in Christian Education, H 
Missionary Literature, Church Music, Audio-Visuals, and a 4 
seminar for Deans of Women. 
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Along the Trail of ‘98 With 
the Christian Fellowship Party 











KAGWAY, a name that comes from 

the Alaska Indian name Skagua 
meaning “North Wind,” is more than a 
thousand miles northwest of Seattle 
and Vancouver, and is the northern- 
most point that will be reached by 
steamer along the Inland Passage to 
Alaska on the twenty-first ' Christian 
Fellowship Tour this summer. This lit- 
tle town lies at the head of Lynn 
Canal, and nestles snugly among snow- 
capped mountain peaks, four to six 
thousand feet high. It was from this 
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CHURCH AND STATE 


We hear much about the American doctrine of sepa- 
Our tradition is rooted in the 
bitter experience of Christian founding fathers who had 
lived under the heel of a church-state liaison. 
circles (and secular, too) a lively discussion can usually 
be incited by the introduction of such questions as “Should 
church property be taxed?” “Should the Bible be read in 
public schools?” “Is a church-sponsored school entitled 
to state aid?” A thriving national organization devotes 
its time to promoting the principle of church-state 
separation. One is sometimes forced to question the motive 
Are we 


ration of church and state. 


In religious 


of the most zealous proponents of this principle. 
really committed to the concept of a state free from church 
domination, or are we using it as a means to curb the power 
of Rome? If we had within our grasp the possibility of 
establishing a Protestant government, would our convictions 
Are we unconsciously saying, “If we can’t have 
it, then no one will’? But what saith the Lord? We 
have the word of our Saviour Himself. The scribes and 
chief priests sought to trap Him with what they thought 
was an unanswerable question when they asked Him if it 
was right to pay taxes to Caesar. The Lord replied, “ “Show 
Whose face is this, and whose name 
is in the inscription?’ ‘Caesar’s,’ they said. “Then give to 
Caesar,’ he replied, ‘what belongs to Caesar, and to God what 


vanish? 


me one of the coins. 


belongs to God’” (Luke 20:24, 25; J. B. Phillips trans- 
lation). Jesus here clearly indicated that civil government 
and God’s Church are to be distinct. 
passage, Charles R. Erdman says, “Christianity never should 
be identified with any political party or social theory; but 
Christians ever should take their stand for loyalty, for order, 
and for law.” John Peter Lange is even more forceful: 
“The independence of the church and of the state within 
the sphere appointed to each, is assured by the principle 
here uttered, and every essay towards the untimely absorp- 
tion of the one in the other condemned, as in conflict with 
the spirit of the Gospel.” Romans 13 and 1 Peter 2 develop 
Thus we see the error of clutching 


Commenting on this 


the concept further. 
at church-state separation merely to keep a false church from 
having what we would really like for ourselves. We 
are to keep them separate because the omniscient God com- 
mands it. However, there is a danger of misinterpreting 
this. Some have mistaken it to mean that the church should 
not influence the state. But God’s Word also makes it clear 
that governments exist by His sanction and are judged by 
Him accordingly (Prov. 8:15, 16); that Christ is, ruler of 
all nations (Eph. 1:20-23). It is the solemn duty of the 
church to call the state to task for forgetting its divine 
origin and responsibility. When the church fails in this, it 
must share the judgment of the wayward state. 
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Lesson 5.—The Pure in Heart. 
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9:61, 62; Philippians 4:8. 


In the Spirit on the Lord’s Day 


By Arthur Hedley 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“He that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love 
him, and will manifest myself to 
him” (John 14:21). 




















he was living in exile because of 

his fidelity to Christ, wrote these 
words, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day.” Instead of. spending the day in 
fellowship with those who loved the 
Lord and in divine worship, he was 
probably forced to labor hard and long 
in the marble quarries. To his pagan 
rulers the Lord’s Day meant nothing, it 
was just another day, a day of work 
and profit, even as it is for multitudes 
in our own day. This is the only place 
where we meet with the term “the 
Lord’s Day” in the New Testament. 
“The First Day of the week” is its 
equivalent, but later the Christian Sab- 
bath was commonly spoken of as “The 
Lord’s Day.” It was recognized as the 
First Day among believers because it 
was the day, the first after the Jewish 
Sabbath, when Christ triumphed - over 
death and the grave and revealed Him- 
self to certain of His disciples, turning 


yi: on the Isle of Patmos, where 


their sadness into gladness. 





It is hard for us to realize all it meant 
to the disciples, whose hopes were shat- 
tered when Christ was arrested, tried, 
condemned, shamefully and _ cruelly 
treated, crucified, mocked, and at last 
His lifeless body was securely locked 
up in the darkness of the tomb. To them 
it seemed the end of everything (cf. 
Matt. 26:58). In reality it was only the 
beginning, for death could not keep its 
prey. “His soul was not left in hell, 
neither his flesh did see corruption” 
(Acts 2:31), for by the almighty power 
of God He was raised from the dead, 
whereof His disciples were witnesses 
(Acts 10:39-41). 

The First Day was such a memorable 
day that it was commemorated as a day 
of worship, of fellowship with the risen 
Lord, of communion with Him at the 
Breaking of the Bread. There are 
many references in the writings of the 
early Church Fathers to the First Day 
of the week as being observed in com- 
memoration of Christ’s resurrection and 


devoted to Christian worship. Justin 
Martyr, one of the early fathers, wrote 
in his “Apology”: “On Sunday we all 
hold our joint meeting; for the first 
day is that on which God, having re- 
moved darkness and chaos, made the 
world, and Jesus Christ our Saviour 
rose from the dead.” 

Now the remarkable thing about 
John’s statement is that he was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s Day, that is, he was 
possessed, led, illumined, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit. His circumstances were 
all against such an elevated state. It 
was for him a day of toil; he was de- 
prived of the privilege of Christian 
worship; he lived in a pagan environ- 
ment; and yet in spite of his adverse 
circumstances he was Spirit-possessed, 
and triumphed gloriously over his cir- 
cumstances. As he toiled his mind was 
dwelling in the heavenly places, and 
the bleak, desolate island became to 
him the veritable gate of Heaven. 

One of the great things about the 
Christian faith is that whatever a be- 
liever’s circumstances, he can be in the 
Spirit and experience very realistically 
the presence, friendship, and joy of the 
Lord at all_ times and in all places. 
Paul and Silas sang praises unto the 
Lord with their feet held fast in the 
stocks and their poor backs bleeding 
and smarting with pain. Luke says that 
the prisoners were listening (Acts 16: 
25). They were so used to hearing 
groanings and cursings that it was 
something unusual to hear men who 
had been cruelly scourged singing 
praises unto their God. John Bunyan, 
in Bedford Gaol for the cause of the 
Gospel and freedom of worship, was 
robbed of the privilege of worship on 
the Lord’s Day, nevertheless it did not 
interrupt his fellowship with Christ. 
His cell was lit up with heavenly glory, 
and he beheld visions of the Celestial 
City, the blessedness of the saints. 

Believers can be “more than con- 
querors” through Christ, and so rise 
above their circumstances that the joy 
of the Lord is their strength. However 
hard their lot, the vision of the Lord, of 
things.eternal, can be so real that pres- 
ent sufferings are unworthy of the glory 
yet to be revealed. The late Dr. J. H. 
Jowett had occasion to visit one of his 
members down a mine. As he trudged 
through water and mud, with head 
bent and back aching, and fearing the 
roof would cave in, he wondered how 
any man could be a Christian in a coal 
mine. At last he drew near to the coal 
face, and to his amazement he heard 
a voice, sweet and clear, singing 

O Beulah Land, sweet Beulah Land, 
As on thy highest mount I stand, 

I look away across the sea, 

Where mansions are prepared for me, 
And view the shining glory shore: 

My Heaven, my home forevermore! 
and he found that the singer, lying on 
his back and working with his ax, was 
the very man he was seeking. 

There are multitudes whose circum- 
stances make it impossible for them to 
meet with fellow believers for worship 
on the Lord’s Day. Many are engaged 
in essential services, in hospitals, as 
guardians of the law, in maintaining 
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The Arms of Christ 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


Y EYE beholds them always, 
Wherever men are fed: 
The arms of Christ, uplifted 
In blessing on the bread. 


Wherever children gather, 
I see, beyond their play, 
The arms of Christ enfolding 
The children of His day. 


In every crowded city 
My eye envisions them: 
Christ’s arms, in pity reaching 
Out to Jerusalem. 


And back of all my thinking, 
In plenty or in loss, 

I see them wide and wounded— 
Stretched out upon the cross. 








our supply of electricity, gas, water, 
food. Others are in lonely spots de- 
prived of Christian fellowship. There 
are many shut-ins who are so handi- 
capped physically that they cannot go 
beyond the four walls of their own 
room. And yet they still find it pos- 
sible to be in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
Day. Many follow church services on 
the radio, and manage to hold com- 
munion with their risen Lord, whose 
presence is not confined to the walls 
of any building. Resting in His prom- 
ise, “Lo, I am with you alway,” His own 
find His presence is very real and sweet 
to them wherever necessity may com- 
pel them to be on the Lord’s Day. 

The fact that the First Day of the 
week is called the Lord’s Day reminds 
us it belongs to Him, and, therefore, all 
who call Him Lord by the Spirit (1 
Cor. 12:3) cannot do as they like with 
His day. So many are more concerned 
with restraining themselves from doing 
what they think they ought not to do, 
that they fail to give thought and time 
to the positive things, the things the 
Spirit would have them do. If they 
did, they would find all other things 
would take their rightful place. He 
whose concern it is to be in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s Day will find time so 
occupied with the things of the Lord, 
with worship, Christian service, the ex- 
tension of Christ’s Kingdom, that he 
will have little time for anything else. 
The great failing of the Pharisees was 
that they thought only of Sabbath pro- 
hibitions, and left undone the things 
they ought to have done (Matt. 23:23). 
When we get it firmly fixed in mind 
and heart that the Sabbath is the Lord’s 
Day, that it is His and is to be lived 
under the direction of the Holy Spirit 
in the doing of our Saviour’s will and 
not our own, we shall get far greater 
good from it. We shall see more clearly 
His will for us during the working 
week, and the things that are of vital 
importance to our highest good, and to 
our usefulness and fruitfulness in His 
service. . 

Remember that being in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s Day depends largely on 
ourselves. We may be most consistent 
in our religious habits on the Sabbath, 


We may 


and yet not be in the Spirit. 
attend the services of the sanctuary, 
sit at the Lord’s table, engage in some 
form of Christian service, and yet our 
thoughts may be far from the Lord, 
from the desire to know and do His 


will. We cannot put on the Spirit on 
the Sabbath as we can a Sunday gar- 
ment. If during the week we are so 
concerned with ourselves, our material 
interests, our pleasures, our homes, that 
we allow no time for God, for medi- 
tation on His Word, for prayer, for 
seeking His will, for trying to influence 
others for Christ, then we cannot ex- 
pect to be in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
Day. “Where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21), 
and only insofar as Christ is precious 
and real to us during the week shall 
we be in the Spirit on His Day, and 
like John have new visions of His 
heavenly majesty and power, and see 
external and temporal things in their 
true perspective. 








leaz Notes on™ 
=SOpen letters 








The “Simeon” of Acts 15:14 


Our Father has given me the honor 
and privilege of teaching a women’s 
Bible class. Recently quite a dis- 


cussion took place regarding the 
statement in Acts 15:14 concerning 
Simeon. I taught that the Simeon 


mentioned here was the one men- 
tioned in Luke 2:25 who was in the 
Temple when the infant Jesus was 
taken there to be circumcised. 
Others said that this Simeon was 
Peter. Will you please give me your 
answer?—A South Carolina reader. 


“Simeon” is an effort to render in the 
Greek the Hebrew name, “Shim-on.” 
That James, the Lord’s brother, who 
was also a Galilean, should have used 
the old Hebrew form of Simon Peter’s 
name instead of the more familiar 
“Simon” is natural, and is viewed as a 
bit of internal evidence that Luke’s 
writing of the Book of Acts was based 
on a report from notes made at the 
time. 

While it is true that the Simeon 
mentioned in Luke 2:25-35 prophesied 
that the Lord Jesus would be “a light 
to lighten the Gentiles,” nevertheless 
the context in Acts 15 indicates quite 
clearly that it- was Simon Peter that 
James had in mind when he spoke to 
the council in Jerusalem. Paul and 
Barnabas had reported concerning the 
salvation of Gentiles (v. 3) on the mis- 
sionary journey they had just com- 
pleted. Some of the council, who had 
been brought up and trained as Phari- 
sees, wanted to require Gentile be- 
lievers to be circumcised under the 
law of Moses (v. 5). Simon Peter 
then arose and reminded the council 


(Continued on page 322) 
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This is the second in a series of four 
articles from the manuscript of Mrs. 
Elliot’s new book, “My Kinsman the 
Savage,” to be published late this 
year by Harper and Brothers, New 
York. Mrs. Elliot is also the author 
of “Through Gates of Splendor” and 
“Shadow of the Almighty.” There 
will be two more articles in this 
series in the Times. 








seventy-five yards in diameter, 
bordered on the west and south 
by tall forest trees, and on the north 
and east by a curve of the Tiwaenu 

River, a clear-running stream normally 
twelve or fifteen feet wide. When we 
arrived, there were half a dozen very 
small huts in the clearing, and two 
precarious-looking “houses’”—mere roofs 
of woven palm, supported by six palm 
poles about twenty feet high. The 
Aucas had been warned that I was tall. 
I am not sure whether they thought I 
was that tall! Later they added second 
floors under these roofs, which helped 
the ungainly appearance somewhat. 
Rachel was invited to share Gikita’s 
house with his wife Maenkamu and 
her children (his other wife, Umaenkiri, 
had a small house close by), and I was 
given a smaller house adjoining theirs. 

None of the houses was anything 
more than a roof. The total absence 
of walls, even though the houses were 
either joined together or within a few 
feet of one another, seemed to bother 
no one but me. I would have been 
glad, now and then, to be able to go 
into a room and close a door. Valerie 
did not seem to notice the lack of walls, 
floors, or furniture. She had her “bed,” 
two or three bamboo poles, split and 
flattened and laid across three logs on 
the bare ground. On this she soon 
spread out her doll’s blanket, a little 
scrap of cloth, and was immediately at 
home. 

The Quichua men made two little 
tables for Rachel and me, constructed 
of four sticks stuck into the ground 
with bamboo laid across the top. It 
was a great help to have something 
on which to put things—there was lit- 
erally nothing else except the bare 
ground where we could prepare a meal 
or mix Valerie’s milk. We could not 
sit at these tables, since there was 
nothing resembling a chair. 

We hung our belongings in duffel 
bags, baskets, and Indian carrying nets 
from the ridge pole of the house. (I 
could easily reach the highest part of 
my roof, and could not stand up at the 
sides of the house.) When it rained, 
it rained in. Often the tropical rains 
came so suddenly one had not time to 
put things away before they got wet. 
If I happened to be working on the 
language, which was most of the time, 
I had to put away my files, my note- 
books, my papers, and three-by-fives 
in plastic bags, or hang them high 
enough under the roof so that they 
were out of reach of the rain. I had a 
radio, two cameras, a tape recorder, 


O=« new home was a clearing about 


and any number of books or papers 
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Gikita Builds a House : 
(His wife has hung hammock before he finishes) 


2. At Home With the Aucas 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


Their primitive houses in the jungle 


that had to be kept dry, to say nothing 
of our clothing and ourselves. 

Here was where I began sincerely 
to envy the Indian. He had nothing 
that would be harmed by getting wet 
except his blowgun, which was always 
stored up underneath the thatch. Even 
that was covered with a kind of pitch 
in case he should be caught out hunting 
in the rain. But he did make an effort 
to keep it dry. Other possessions in- 
cluded a dart case, which was water- 
proof, a hammock that he sometimes 
tied in a knot high off the ground to 
raise it above the splash of the rain, 
several clay pots and fish nets, a knife, 
some baskets, some gourds for drink- 
ing, his spears, which were also stored 
in the thatch, and a few trinkets of little 
worth to him that he had collected 
from airplane drops. As for himself, 
he did not mind in the least getting a 
little damp. He simply squatted by 
the fire and sat it out. He did not have 
to rush around closing windows, and, 
until they began to adopt some of the 
“advantages” of civilization, his wife 
did not need to think about getting 
the clothes off the line. 

Man always adapts himself to his 
environment, but to see the way 
another man has done it, in an environ- 
ment that seems anything but hospit- 
able to human habitation, is always 
impressive to an outsider. At first 


glance, one might ask of the Auca way 
of life, “Is this the best they can do?” 
but one soon finds that “this” is very 
well indeed. 

In the first place, Aucas are semi- 
nomadic. They do not want to settle 
permanently in any _ one _ location, 
mainly because they seldom use a plot 
of ground for planting more than two 
or three crops, and also because they 
are never sure when their enemies may 
make it advisable to move. And per- 
haps they just enjoy a change of 
scenery. 

So their houses do not require a 
great deal of time or effort to build. 
One man can build a house for his fam- 
ily in two days. They know which 
palm will resist insects and jungle rot. 
These palms are used for the main 
standards of a house that is to last more 
than a few months. They dig a post 
hole with a machete, lift the post, 
which, if it is ironwood, is extremely 
heavy, and drop it as forcefully as 
they can into the hole. They repeat 
this several times until the post is firm, 
then pack the earth tightly around it. 
Grooves have been cut in the tops of 
the posts, in which is laid the ridge- 
pole, usually of bamboo. The rafters 
are made of a light weight but very 
strong reed, the cana brava of the 
Amazon region, which has the advan- 
tage of being not only strong but al- 
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Valerie Sits in Hammock in Our House 


most perfectly straight. Across these 
are laid the roof leaves. 

There is one palm whose leaf may 
be used for temporary housing without 
weaving. It seems the Lord created 
these palms especially for use on roofs 
—each leaf is the length, or at least 
half the length, of an average Auca 
house, and needs only to be split down 
the center and tied across the rafters. 
If the roof must last for five years or so, 
the raffia palm is used. The leaves are 
split in the same way, and each frond 
is woven. These are laid three or four 
deep, tied with jungle vines, and pro- 
vide not only a watertight covering for 
the house but also an excellent insu- 
lation against heat and the thundering 
noise of tropical rain, which in this area 
falls at the rate of 120 inches annually. 
The smoke from the fire inside the house 
coats the leaves with tars which act 
as a preservative from insects. 

The fire is kept burning continually 
in each house. It is needed in the day- 
time for cooking and for some slight 
protection from insects, and at night 
for protection from animals as well as 
for warmth. For contrary to popular 
belief, not all jungles are hot and 
steaming. This area is in the western 
extreme of the huge Amazon basin, 
nearly in the foothills of the Andes, 
where there is an elevation of about 
1500 feet. The climate is ideal, with 
warm, often sunny days and cool 
nights, a mean temperature of 72 de- 
grees. It is said that in diversity of 
forms and profusion of individuals, the 
flora produced here is the richest in the 
world. 

Although we found it necessary to 
use clothing, blanket, and fire in order 
to keep warm at night, the naked Auca 
is comfortable so long as his feet are 
warm. His fire is right beside his ham- 
mock, and he sleeps with his feet in 
the smoke. When the fire dies down 
enough to cool them off, he wakes and 
simply reaches down, without having 
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to get out of bed, and pushes the logs 
closer together. Occasionally he sits 
up and rubs his hands over the flame 
to warm them. In the morning, a 
woman need only reach for a pot of 
food, usually cooked the night before, 
and set it on the fire. Breakfast is 
ready before she gets up! 

The only furnishing in an Auca house 
besides the fire is the hammock. This 
is the most versatile piece of furniture 
ever devised. Woven of a lightweight, 
strong palm fiber, it is portable, takes 
no floor space whatever, is extremely 
comfortable for either sleeping or sit- 
ting. If one sits with the feet on the 
ground the hammock serves as a stool 
or chair. When the feet are propped 
up it becomes a contour chair. When 
it is spread out it makes a very com- 
fortable bed in which one sleeps di- 
agonally on an almost horizontal plane. 

It did not take us long to recognize 
the superiority of this method over our 
own. The airplane dropped me a ham- 
mock identical to the Aucas’, though 
made by a different tribe. I learned to 
keep my fire going, too, and found it 
very cheering to wake on a windy, 
rainy night and find it glowing warm 
beside me. Valerie slept on her bam- 
boo slab next to my hammock, in a 
blanket that I had folded and sewed 
up on two sides, forming a bag. I had 
found it impossible to keep her covered 
if she slept in a hammock, and on the 
bamboo there was no way of tucking 
the blanket around her, so I devised 
this method, which proved satisfactory. 

The hammock was a “kitchen stool” 
on which to sit while I cooked, and an 
ideal place in which to study. I could 
use Valerie’s “bed” for a table on which 
to spread my language materials, and 
relax as I worked. I sat in it while I 
ate, and I lay in it in the evenings and 
read by candlelight. Often I shared it 
with Valerie while we read a story, or 
with an Auca who wanted to talk. It 
was expandable, and quite comfortable 


even for two. Auca husbands and 
wives usually sleep in a single ham- 
mock, and often a parent and child will 
share one. 

There is much to be said for and 
against “identification,” the attempt of 
a foreigner to live as do the people 
among whom he works. It has been 
tried in varying degrees and ways in 
many parts of the world.1 I have tried 
it myself in some measure. I should 
like to remind the reader again that I 
lived with the Aucas less than a year. 
It may be possible to do certain things 
for a limited period. that could not be 
done over an extended period, although 
I can think of no reason why our way 
of life would not be possible indefi- 
nitely. I have been able to come to no 
conclusions about the effectiveness of 
identification, from the standpoint of 
the Indians. One thing is clear from 
my own standpoint—I never learned 
to know the people until I had “sat 
where they sat.” Whether or not my 
efforts to identify led them to love me, 
they most certainly led me to love 
them. That is, they led me to know 
them, and to know them is to love 
them. “It is by loving, and not by be- 
ing loved, that we come closest to an- 
other person.” 

We had no choice in the way we 
lived. We were given Auca houses; 
we lived in them. It was not a stunt. 
We were not trying to prove anything. 
I admit that I was not always com- 
pletely satisfied with the arrangements. 
Besides the total lack of privacy and 
cleanliness, there was the lack of pro- 
tection from rain, insects, and even 
snakes. I began to contemplate mak- 
ing some improvements one night after 
finding a snake coiled near Valerie’s 
head as she slept. There was no way 
of doing this, however, without intro- 
ducing new problems, which we wanted 
to avoid at that time. 

The most trying factor of all was the 
insects. It is easy to say that Indians 
are used to the bugs, that they are im- 
mune, that a foreigner’s health would 
be impaired if he did not protect him- 
self. I do not believe this is true. 
Indians suffer from insects. They are 
not immune, though it appears that 
some degree of immunity from toxic 
effects may be developed. I have never 
suffered any permanent ill effects from 
the bites of insects. When I have com- 
plained about what a nuisance they 
are, the Indian agrees heartily, though 
he does not as a rule complain about 
them himself. They are a part of his 
life, and he has learned to accept them 
as he accepts all the things that we 
call hardships. He does not pity him- 
self because of them. In the worst of 
the gnat season the Aucas_ seem to ac- 
quire almost a rhythm in their constant 
movement to swat the pests. They 
slap their backs, brush their legs, move 
from one foot to the other. On hot 
days the sweat bees descend in hoards, 
crawling into nose and mouth, ears and 





1See “Living as Comrades,” Daniel Johnson 
Fleming, Agricultural Missions, Inc., New 
York, 1950. 
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Are You Looking for Teachers? 


How one Sunday school solved a difficult problem 
by a teacher training program 


WO years ago our Sunday school 
in the University Avenue Congre- 
gational Church, St. Paul, Minn., was 
faced with a serious problem. In about 
a year’s time we lost eight teachers 
and officers. They left for legitimate 
reasons, such as transfers out of the 
city or the United States. One young 
man left to attend a California semi- 
nary. The adult Bible class teacher 
was ordained and called to a church 
of his own. The long-time Sunday 
school secretary-treasurer was called 
Home to God. Though these reasons 
were real, still we were faced with 
the problem of replacing these workers. 
In a Sunday school of 150 with an 
average attendance of 120, this was a 
serious problem, since it is doubtless 
more difficult to find workers in a 
small school than in a large one. 

Many of our teachers are highly 
skilled, with years of teaching experi- 
ence, some being with the public school 
system. All are desirous of presenting 
God’s Word in such a way that the 
pupil will be led to accept and follow 
Christ. Yet we had to admit that, in 
the past, we have sometimes been 
forced to draft a high school senior or 
other young person, sure of his position 
in Christ, but nevertheless, untrained 
in teaching. 

Furthermore, whenever a vacancy oc- 
curred we found ourselves scurrying 
around for a replacement. Again and 
again we met the reply, “Oh, I’d like 
to’ teach a class, but I don’t know how. 
I can’t do it.” 

The unusual loss of teachers and of- 
ficers we faced two years ago, and the 
fact that our church was starting a 
building program, calling for more 
teachers, made us realize something 
had to be done. 

If you are looking for Sunday school 
teachers, you might do what our church 
did. We set up a teacher training pro- 
gram. The success of this new venture 
has been built on four factors—teacher, 
student, publicity, and prayer. 

Those in charge of launching the 
teacher training class had to decide 
on the course, choose the teacher, se- 
lect the meeting place, and procure 
the students. Of course, we ran into 
a few snags and disappointments, but 
after two years, in which the first two 
classes have been graduated, and the 
third class is well on its way to com- 


_ pletion of the course, we feel a new 


security in knowing that within our 
own church membership there is a re- 
serve force of trained Sunday school 
personnel. 

Independently, at least three persons 
in our church were thinking and pray- 
ing about a teacher training program. 
They were our pastor; our general su- 
perintendent, a college senior inter- 
ested in Christian education; and a 
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young woman, a Christian education 
graduate, who had recently joined our 
church. We shall always be grateful 
that God directed Miss May Hamilton 
to us, for she insisted that a teacher 
training program was not only possible 
but imperative. In this she has been 
backed wholeheartedly by the general 
superintendent and our pastor. 

The planning committee investigated 
the possibilities of several different cor- 
respondence and local courses, lengthy 
and concentrated. Finally, the com- 
mittee settled on a correspondence 
course consisting of four divisions— 
Bible survey, child study, pedagogy, 
and Sunday school work—that takes a 
year to complete. In this course the 
lesson is taught to the group as a 
whole. The student then studies the 
lesson and writes the examination at 
home, handing it in the following Sun- 
day. The teacher mails all the lessons 
together to the correspondence school, 
where each examination is_ read, 
marked with comments, graded, and 
returned. The student writes a total 
of fifty examination papers to complete 
the course. 

Our Sunday school subsidizes the ex- 
pense of the teacher training course, 
expecting pupils to teach or work on 
the staff after completion of the course. 

The next problem was that of finding 
the right teacher. For this course, the 
teacher should be either a former grad- 
uate in Christian education, or one ap- 
proved by the correspondence school, 


. 


such as a Bible-believing public school 
teacher or pastor. 

We had in the young woman men- 
tioned above a ready-made teacher, 
for she met all the qualifications re- 
quired by the school. With her ac- 
ceptance of the job, plans went forward. 

The next thing to decide on was the 
meeting place and the time. After 
deliberation the committee chose the 
regular Sunday school hour and agreed 
that because that time was short, the 
class should not assemble with the rest 
of the Sunday school for opening ex- 
ercises, but should use the whole hour 
for the class period. 

But where should the class meet? 
Right here some ~-felt an impasse had 
been reached. The little church was 
already crowded with classes in cor- 
ners, in the choir loft, the tower room, 
library, kitchen, and even two or three 
in the main auditorium. There wasn’t 
room to add another adult class. But 
one of our women, living within a 
block of the church, made an offer. 

“If God can use my living room, you 
are welcome to meet in my home,” she 
said. And for almost two _ years, 
through rain, snow, and sun, the class 
has met there Sunday mornings at 
9:30. Fritz, the dachshund, meets the 
pupils at the big front door and with a 
welcoming wag of his tail, escorts them 
to the living room. From here the 
attendance is phoned over to the Sun- 
day school secretary. 

With the meeting place provided, 
everything was in readiness. Every- 
thing that is, but the students. Peo- 
ple were busy, too busy to study for 
and write one examination every week 
for a whole year! 

“Will it be hard work?” some wanted 
to know. They were told, of course, 
it would be. The whole Bible is 
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quickly surveyed during the course. 
But after several weeks’ publicity and 
much prayer, privately and in our 
weekly prayer meetings, five pupils 
‘enrolled—a college student, three young 
married women, and a middle-aged 
woman. 

One of these pupils was an earnest 
young mother, who grew up in another 
faith, but for several years had been 
attending our church, during which 
time she had accepted Christ. Realiz- 
ing her lack of Bible knowledge she 
wanted to take the Bible survey di- 
vision offered in the teacher training 
class. So eager was she for the bene- 
fits of the class that soon after her 
little son was born, she attended class 
as usual, the baby wrapped in a blan- 
ket, lying on the dining room table 
near his mother. She was one of the 
first graduates and is now teaching in 
the Nursery Department. 

Only one person from our teaching 
staff was in that first class, since we 
did not have enough replacements for 
several others who wished to enroll. 
These were enrolled in a later class. 

After the first two or three lessons, 
the enthusiastic students were the 
class’s biggest advertising medium. On 
the whole, we have found that students 
already out of school and lacking Bible 
school training have been the ones who 
persevered and completed the course. 
Several young people, already deep in 
studies, found it necessary to drop out. 
But one young married woman in the 
class says with enthusiasm: “I’ve gone 
to Sunday school since I was a little 
girl, but until I came to this church 
when I was seventeen, I never knew 
what it was to have presented to me 
my need for a personal acceptance 
of Jesus Christ. I’m learning a lot in 
this class.” After being graduated from 
the teacher training class she went on 
to take other correspondence courses 
in Bible and doctrine. 

When the first division of the course 
was finished, the teacher opened the 
class to new students, putting the class 
on a revolving basis. Six new pupils 
came in and when the first year was 
up, nine more enrolled, including a 
husband and wife team, and two other 
men. Some of these were not regular 
Sunday school members, so the class 
was the méans:of adding these to the 
roll. Two of these new pupils were 
teachers in our Junior Department, and 
were replaced by new teacher training 
graduates. 

The first two classes, after having 
written successfully a total of fifty 
examinations each, and attended class 
over a period of a year, were gradu- 
ated together at an evening service of 
the church. A _ widely-known Chris- 
tian education worker challenged the 
graduates to the serious task of teach- 
ing. 

“I. am amazed,” she said, “that a 
church as small as yours has such an 
effective teacher training program.” 
Then the graduates were awarded their 
certificates and dedicated to the teach- 
ing ministry of the church. 

Shortly before completing the class 
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each student is asked to state con- 
cisely in writing his reaction to the 
class. Here are a few comments from 
the first two classes: 

“Since I have enrolled in the teacher 
training course, I have had a whole 
new vision of the importance of our 
Sunday schools, and the teachers and 
officers.” 

“The child study division included 
in the teacher training course is help- 
ing me to understand my own chil- 
dren, too.” 

“The teacher training class has shown 
me the importance of the Sunday 
school.” ; 

“It was a revelation to me to learn 
that the Sunday school may be run in 
such an _ efficient, businesslike man- 
ner.” 

“I have learned in a new way that 
the Sunday school is the teaching min- 
istry of the church. Ideally, through 
this teaching ministry, the church in- 
structs its boys and girls in the Bible 
and helps them to make decisions for 
Christ. As a result the children grow 
up to serve God through the- church.” 

Results? We have no way of know- 
ing the hidden, intangible results of 
this program. Possibly God will re- 
veal these to us in the years to come. 
Certainly each pupil has grown in 
Christian stature from the effort made 
to complete the course successfully. 

At least one local church has asked 
for how-to-do-it details. 

We do know, however, that we have, 
as a result of our teacher training pro- 
gram, a group of men and women who 
are aware of their responsibility as 
Sunday school teachers and officers. 
They have a new respect for the sig- 
nificance of the teaching ministry. 
They are sure of their own inner 
strengthening, Spirit given. They are 
aware of the potential of the Sunday 
school pupil. They are enthusiastic 


about the business end of the Sunday 
school. 

During the teacher training course 
each pupil is asked for a written state- 
ment as to what department he feels 
he is best qualified for by personality, 
inclination, and training. An attempt 
is then made to fit him into the best 
department for him. 

Before. our teacher training class be- 
gan, we were hard pressed to find 
teachers and officers. People were too 
busy to be teachers. We operated the 
“hard” way. Now, with a reserve of 
trained teachers, the superintendent 
finds that those who are asked to fill 
a vacancy have a willingness to serve, 
not only because they have a new 
understanding of the need, but they 
are prepared to meet that need. 

We believe the success of our teacher 
training program is due chiefly to four 
things. First, our consecrated, efficient 
teacher, who kept strict check on the 
pupils’ progress and was always avail- 
able for consultation. Second, our pu- 
pils have been, as a whole, earnest, 
consecrated people with a sincere de- 
sire to learn the best methods of teach- 
ing God’s Word. Third, our pastor, 
who gave this venture frequent pub- 
licity in the church bulletin and from 
the pulpit. Fourth, prayer, both pri- 
vate and in our weekly prayer meet- 
ing, without which our teacher training 
program would have failed. 

The smaller your church, the more 
benefit you will derive from a teacher 
training program. You may find, as 
we did, that after the initial reluctance 
to begin, quite a number will be eager 
to take the course. Such a class is not 
only foresighted but it is the quickest 
and most efficient answer to the Sun- 
day school’s search for officers and 
teachers. 


St. Pau, Minn. 


Operation Sunday School 


Thirty years growth from a few hundred 
to nearly three thousand members 


HIRTY years ago a Sunday school 

was started at the Moline Gospel 
Temple, 23rd Street and 7th Avenue, 
almost in the heart of Moline, Ill., with 
a few hundred enrolled under the able 
direction of Miss Ruth Anderson. It 
would be more fitting if we would ad- 
dress her as General Anderson, for 
without her tireless efforts working al- 
most day and night, the Temple Sun- 
day school would not be what it is 
today. The glory and honor of its 
success is given to the Lord, for, regard- 
less of how much work was done, 
without His help it could never have 
been accomplished. 

In the past thirty years the Sunday 
school has grown from the first few 
hundred to a record attendance now of 
2770. These figures have been checked 
and are true. 


By PEGGY JO WATSON 


How can this be done? Well, if one 
were to visit the Sunday school, it 
would not take him long to learn. To 
man a Sunday school of so great a 
number and have it run as efficiently 
and smoothly as it does takes organi- 
zation like an army. And that is what 
it seems to be at times—a children’s 
Christian army. 

At 9:30, if you were to visit the Mo- 
line Gospel Sunday school you would 
wonder if there was not a convention 
going on. So many people going into 
a church! From older people, who 
sometimes are nearly ninety, to new 
babes two or three weeks old, all are 
found in their places, classes, or de- 
partments. Wait! What in the world 
are these buses doing stopping here? 
And just look at all those children 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. MAY 1. 


THE PURE IN HEART 


Matthew 5:8, 27-37; 23:25, 26; Luke 2:52; 9:61, 62; Philippians 4:8; printed text, 
Matthew 5:8, 27-37; Luke 9:61, 62 


Golden Text.—Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.—Matt. 5:8 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God. 


27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery: 

28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a 
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her 
already in his heart. 

29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast 
it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell. 

30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it 
from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy mem- 
bers should perish, and not that thy whole body should be 
cast into hell. 

31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
let him give her a writing of divorcement: 

32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his 
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to 


commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is 
divorced committeth adultery. 

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of 
old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths: 

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by 
heaven; for it is God’s throne: 

35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by 
Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 

36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou 
canst not make one hair white or black. 

37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: 
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 


Luke 9:61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; 
but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at 
my house. 

62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the _ Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


PERSON who has truly been 
A saved must live daily to the glory 

of God. With eager determination 
and holy confidence he must expect to 
achieve victory. He has put his hand 
to the plow, has placed his trust in the 
Saviour, and has the Holy Spirit as his 
ally in the attainment of holiness and 
effectiveness in service. He must not 
look back, but must press on trium- 
phantly in the name of his Lord. 


An area in which his degree of dedi- 
cation to Christ is transparently seen is 
that of purity. The world may be 
steeped in lust and sin, but he is to 
maintain moral cleanness at any cost. 


Few themes demand more careful at- 
tention and emphasis than this, for the 
Devil is working overtime to persuade 
Christians that after all they may let 
down the bars in the realm of ethics. 
Were not their parents a bit strait- 
laced? Has not the hour of moral 
emancipation for believers arrived? 
Our Lord’s words of caution are sorely 
needed. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 5:8.—“Blessed are the pure in 
heart: for they shall see God.” “Happy” 
(Greek) are the pure. Note (1) the 
purity extends to every area of life 
(not sexual purity alone); (2) it relates 
to inward desires (the “heart”) as well 
as to outward conduct; (3) it results in 
a vision of God, a clear appreciation 
of Him now, and beholding Him face to 
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face in the future (cf. 1 Cor. 13:12; Rev. 
22:4). 


Verse 27—“Ye have heard that it 
was said . .. Thou shalt not commit 
adultery.” The area of purity now dis- 
cussed relates to sex. Christ refers to 
the seventh commandment (Exod. 20: 
14; Deut. 5:18). “Adultery” involves a 
married person. “Fornication” relates 
to all forms of sexual union out of 
wedlock. 


Verse 28.—“But I say unto you... 
whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery .. . 
in his heart.” The “look” is not a pass- 
ing, casual glance. It is a purposeful, 
concentrated gaze which inflames the 
passions. Our Lord is here redefining 
“adultery” so as to include unrestrained 
desire as well as overt act. 


Verse 29.—“. . . if thy right eye offend 
thee, pluck it out ... it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members should 
perish . . . not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell.” To “offend” 
is to “cause to stumble.” “Hell” is 
Gehenna (Greek, as in v. 30), the evil- 
smelling flame in the Valley of Hinnom 
near Jerusalem. Purity is so necessary 
that if foul thoughts and desires enter 
the heart by the eye-gate, that gate 
must be effectively closed. 

Verse 30.—*. . . if thy right hand of- 
fend thee, cut it off .. . it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members 








Dr. Woodbridge has prepared printed, 
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should perish ... not that thy whole 
body should be cast into hell.” If on 
the other hand one’s deeds (not simply 
his vision) encourage lewdness and im- 
purity, so vital and rewarding is purity 
of heart that the offending member 
(the right hand) is of little consequence 
in comparison with the glory it will 
lead its owner to miss and the penalty 
it will earn for him. 


Verse 31.—“It hath been said, Whoso- 
ever shall put away his wife, let him 
give her a writing of divorcement.” The 
words quoted are from Deuteronomy 
24:1-3. Our Lord indicates (Matt. 19: 
8) that the permission to divorce was 
granted only because of the Hebrews’ 
“hardness of heart”; and that when God 
first created man and woman, divorce 
was not included in His creative plan. 


Verse 32—“But I say unto you... 
whosoever shall put away his wife, 
saving for the cause of fornication, 
causeth her to commit adultery 
whosoever shall marry her that is di- 
vorced committeth adultery.” Christ 
did not annul the Mosaic injunction 
concerning divorce. He narrowed it 
and hedged it about with restrictions. 
Only one valid reason for divorce 
exists: fornication. And say what one 
will, the Lord took a very strict and 
solemn view of remarriage after divorce 
(cf. Mark 10:2-12, especially vv. 11, 12). 


Verse 33.—“. . . ye have heard that it 
hath been said . . . Thou shalt not for- 
swear thyself, but shalt perform unto 
the Lord thine oaths.” Literally, “Thou 
shalt not swear falsely” (cf. Lev. 19: 
12). The Lord permitted oaths as a 
concession to human frailty, for man 
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is by nature deceitful. Once an oath 
was taken or a vow made, it had to be 
performed. 

Verse 34.—“But I say unto you, Swear 
not at all; neither by heaven; for it is 
God’s throne.” In the ideal society 
men will not lie or cheat. Hence swear- 
ing is unnecessary. In the Jewish cul- 
ture of our Lord’s day. oaths based on 
Heaven, earth, Jerusalem, and a per- 
son’s head were in common use. Christ 
pointed out that all such oaths were 
subterfuges, efforts to evade an issue. 
The holiness of God was desecrated 
not only by the mention of His name 
but also by calling on places and things 
related to Him. 

Verse 35.—“Nor by the earth... his 
footstool: neither by Jerusalem ... 
the city of the great King” (cf. Isa. 66: 
1). What better-known or holier places 
for oaths could the Jews use, in their 
hypocritical effort not to take God’s 
name in vain, than Heaven, earth, and 
their own national capital? Christ 
showed the folly of their oaths. God 
dwells in Heaven, controls the earth, 
and has designated Jerusalem His city. 
To swear by these three is to swear 
by Him. 

Verse 36.—“Neither shalt thou swear 
by thy head ... thou canst not make 
one hair white or black.” God, not 
man, created the human body, includ- 
ing the head. To swear by one of its 
members is actually to swear by its 
Creator. 


Verse 37.—“. . . let your communi- 
cation be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for what- 
soever is. more than these cometh of 
evil” (cf. 2 Cor. 1:17-20; Jas. 5:12). 
“Communication” is “speech.” “Evil” 
may be translated “the Evil One,” i.e., 
the Devil. Our Lord’s injunction is to 
plain honesty, unfettered by any oaths 
(perhaps Devil inspired) which might 
dishonor God. 

Luke 9:61.—“. . . another . . . said, 
Lord, I will follow thee ... let me 
first go bid them farewell, which are 
at home . .’ This is the third in a 
series of descriptions of disciples who 
wish both to follow the Lord and to 
hold on to their former mode of life. 
In this case the man wanted to post- 
pone accompanying the Saviour. - He 
did not single out some particular fam- 
ily member who needed him. He sim- 
ply wanted to remain a bit longer in 
the home surroundings. 


Verse 62—“. . . Jesus said ... No 
man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking. back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God.” The furrow ahead must 
be straight and clean. A plowman must 
keep his gaze forward and steady. To 
glance back over his shoulder would 
not only reveal a halfheartedness but 
would also incapacitate him for effec- 
tive plowing. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Scriptural demands in the sphere of 
holiness are absolute. They relate to 
every area of life—to deeds, words, 
and thoughts. 

Deeds. Over against the hypocritical 
formalism of the Pharisees, our Lord 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. April 24.—Hunger for Righteousness. 
Matthew 5:6, 7; 13:44-46; 18:21-35 


Next Week’s Lesson 


6. May 8.—The Peacemakers. Matthew 
5:9, 21-26, 38:48; Mark 10:35-45 








insisted on sexual purity. Adultery is 
wicked. But the evil thought, the las- 
civious glance, the unrestrained pas- 
sion—these are sinful. Purity consists 
not merely in refraining from overt 
acts of immorality, but in hearts that 
are purified and kept pure by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Words. The Pharisees of our Lord’s 
day were sticklers for religious tech- 
nicalities. They frowned upon the 
blasphemous use of God’s name, but con- 
doned oaths based upon Heaven, earth, 
Jerusalem, and other items. The Lord 
Jesus swept away their fine distinctions. 
All oaths were forbidden. Men must 
keep their words pure—free from any 
syllable that might dishonor God. 

Thoughts. The Apostle Paul took up 
the refrain. His Saviour had empha- 
sized the importance of heart purity. 
He suggests specific, positive realms of 
thought upon which believers should 
focus. He mentions six guardians of 
one’s thought-life: things true, honest, 
just, pure, lovely, of good report (Phil. 
4:8). This is Christian “mental hy- 
giene.” 

The attainment of purity is impos- 
sible in one’s own strength, for the 
human heart is by nature impure (cf. 
Matt. 15:19). The indwelling Holy 
Spirit produces His purity in the yielded 
heart. The reward of purity: seeing 
God (Matt. 5:8), discerning more 
clearly His person and will now, and 
beholding Him face to face in Glory 
(Rev. 22:4). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT reward is promised to the 
pure in heart? 

2. Of what, did our Lord say, is a 
man guilty who looks on a woman to 
lust after her? 

3. Why _ should 
members be removed? 

4. What solitary ground of divorce 
does Christ mention? 

5. Name three items by which He- 
brews in our Lord’s day were accus- 
tomed to swear. 

6. Why did Christ say that all such 
subterfuges were wrong? 

7. In what four areas does Luke 
state that the Lord Jesus grew? 

8. Why is a plowman “looking back” 
unfit for the Kingdom of God? 

9. Name four virtuous thoughts upon 
which Paul urges the Philippian saints 
to dwell. 

10. Who is the believer’s strong ally 
in the attainment and maintenance of 
purity? 


offending bodily 


(Answers on page 319) 





Outline of the Lesson 
1. The blessing attending purity (Matt. 


5:8) 

2. The demands of purity (vv. 27-37; 
Phil. 4:8) 

3. The challenge of the Kingdom (Luke 
9:61, 62) 


4. Our Lord’s example (2:52) 


Topics for Development 

“The Outside of the Cup” (Matt. 23: 
25). The Pharisees took great pains 
to be sure that their cups (for drink) 
and platters (side dishes for food) were 
ceremonially, externally clean. Why? 
First, because this was the portion of 
the vessels men could see. Second, 
thus they fulfilled the legal technicali- 
ties of the Law. But inside the cup 
and platter were drink and food pro- 
cured through “extortion” (financial 
“squeezing” of the people) and “excess” 
(tending to overindulgence). 

How God’s people should search their 
hearts in the light of the Word! Of 
course externals are important. But 
are our inward thoughts, motives, and 
desires pure? Sheer honesty and deep 
humility are needed in answering this 
question. 


Practical Applications 

Our daily prayer should be, “Create 
in me a clean heart, O God...” (Psa. 
51:10). Do not be satisfied until your 
thought life is pure. 

Let those beware who are lowering 
their standards of divorce! It will take 
a lot of “exegesis” to show that Christ’s 
teaching about legal separation and re- 
marriage was vague or broad. 

The Holy Spirit delights in keeping 
God’s people pure. But we must keep 
yielded to His control. 

Would that these rattling tongues 
were content with “Yea” and “Nay.” 
May the Lord give us grace to be 
Spirit-restrained in our speech. 

“Whatsoever things are lovely”’— 
thinking on these things and speaking 
about them will exert an ennobling, 
purifying influence on the soul. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 5:8—“Blessed are the pure in 
heart: for they shall see God. The 
Beatitudes, we need to remember, are 
not conditions of salvation. They are 
golden ideals for the redeemed. Purity 
in heart, motive, and desire clarifies 
one’s vision of his ever-present’ Lord, 
enables him rightly to discern the will 
of God, and keeps him mindful of the 
blessed truth that some day he will 
see his Saviour face to face (1 John 
3:2). 

MEDIA, PA. 
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Have you asked to be made like your 
Lord? Have you longed for the fruit 
of the Spirit, and have you prayed 
for sweetness and gentleness and love? 
Then fear not the stormy tempest that 
is at this moment sweeping through 
your life. A blessing is in the storm, 
and there will be the rich fruitage in 
the “afterward.”—Henry Ward Beecher. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8).—When 
one recalls the divine verdict against 
the human heart, one wonders how 
such an ugly, black object could ever 
be purified. 

“The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked [or in- 
curably ill]: who can know it?” (Jer. 
17:9.) See also Matthew 15:19, 20. 

Impossible as it may seem, it is never- 
theless a fact that hearts are purified 
by faith! Yes, faith in the record which 
God has given us that the precious, 
shed blood of His beloved Son “cleans- 
eth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 

When the Apostle Peter rehearsed 
the effect of his preaching the Gospel 
of Christ to the Gentiles for the first 
time, he said: “God, which knoweth 
the hearts . . . put no difference be- 
tween us and them, purifying their 
hearts by faith” (Acts 15:8, 9). 

Now, even young believers are ex- 
horted to “flee also youthful lusts: but 
follow righteousness, faith, charity, 
peace, with them that call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22). 
Such Christians not only see God in 
His dealings with them, but they shall 
see Him in glory. “And they shall 
see his face; and his name shall be in 
their foreheads” (Rev. 22:4). See also 
1 John 3:2. 

This Beatitude was evidently deeply 
appreciated by Tennyson, for he left 
instruction that his “Crossing the Bar” 
must always appear at the end of his 
published works. It concludes: 


I aape to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar. 


“Ye have heard that it was said by 
them ... but I say unto you .. .” (Matt. 
5:27, 28) —“What a King is ours, who 
stretches His sceptre over the realms 
of our inward lusts! How sovereignly 
He puts it: ‘But I say unto you!’ Who 
but a divine being has authority to 
speak in this fashion? His word is 
law. So it ought to be, seeing He 
touches vice at the fountainhead; and 
forbids uncleanness in the heart. If 
sin were not allowed in the mind, it 
would never be made manifest in the 
body: this, therefore, is a very effectual 
way of dealing with the evil. But how 
searching, how condemning! Irregular 
looks, unchaste desires, and strong pas- 
sions are of the very essence of adul- 
tery; and who can claim a lifelong 
freedom from them? Yet these are the 
things which defile a man. Lord, purge 
them out of my nature, and make me 
pure within” (C. H. Spurgeon). 

While standing with a group of Chris- 
tians at an open-air service, a man 
under the influence of liquor tapped me 
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on the shoulder and beckoned me to 
step out. Upon my doing so, he quoted 
verse 28 and asked, “Is that in the 
Bible?” I said, “It is.” “Can you show 
it to me?” I opened my Bible, turned 
to the passage, and asked him to read 
it. He did so and exclaimed, “Then 
there isn’t a man on earth who isn’t a 
sinner!” I replied, “Now that you have 
discovered that you are a sinner, what 
are you going to do about getting 
saved?” He walked silently away! 


“And if thy right eye offend thee, 
pluck it out .. .” (Matt. 5:29).—The 
words of the- Lord Jesus were some- 
times very figurative; for example, 
when He said: “. . . cast out the beam 
(or log, or plank) out of thine own 
eye” (7:5). And again, “Ye blind guides, 
which strain at a gnat, and swallow a 
camel” (23:24). The Oriental mind un- 
derstood such expressions. 

In our passage, the language is figura- 
tive, for the loss of one eye would not 
cause the loss of complete vision; and 
the result would not be accomplished. 
But the words do command the strictest 
self-discipline, and an unceasing battle 
against uncleanness. 

In his “Studies in the Gospel Accord- 
ing to Mark,” Dr. Schuyler English re- 
lates an illustration to the point. He 
said he talked to a young man about 
his soul. This youth had been reared 
in a Christian home and was acquainted 
with the teaching of the Scriptures re- 
garding a person’s need of the Saviour. 
But he would not confess Jesus as his 
Lord; because if he did, he said he 
would have to give up certain sins— 
he called them pleasures—which, said 
he, “mean everything to me!” 

By so saying, whether he realized it 
or not, the lad was choosing hell in 
preference to entering into life maimed, 
that is without his cherished sins! 

“, . . Saving for the cause of forni- 
cation .. .” (Matt. 5:32) —Our Lord on 
His own authority definitely states the 
one and only ground of divorce—“for- 
nication.” What a rebuke this is to the 
millions who follow Hollywood’s stand- 
ard of divorce! 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsSTED HyMNS 


“FPairest Lord Jesus” 
“Search Me, O God” 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy, Heavenly Father who dost hate 
evil and love the good, put Thy hatred 
of wrong and Thy love of good in our 
hearts. Forgive all that soils our hearts 
and lives, and make us clean with the 





cleansing made possible by the shed 


blood of Jesus Christ. Make us of the 
pure in heart of whom we read in this 
lesson. Help us to keep our hearts 
diligently against all that would defile 
our inner life. Give us compassion 
toward those who are astray, and help 
us so to live and witness to Christ that 
they may seek Him. Bless all who give 
out the Gospel this day here and in 
other lands and let its saving power ap- 
pear in the transforming of many from 
children of darkness to children of light. 
Give us Thy guidance and Thy guard- 
ian care that we may live to Thy glory 
and serve Thy will. Bless our homes 
and dear ones according to Thy knowl- 
edge of their need, and show special 
mercy to all who are sorely tried and 
tested, supporting, comforting, and de- 
livering them. Grant us these and all 
other mercies for the sake of Thy dear 
Son. Amen. . 


After the Lesson.—The Golden Text 
calls us to be pure in heart, a call 
greatly needed today. Filth and crime 
are thrust upon us in the movies, by 


ME CLEAN 


television, and at the newsstand, mak- 
ing heart purity very difficult. First, 
with David, we must pray, “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God.” Christ does 
this for us when we turn from sin to 
Him. But with Charles Wesley we 
need to pray, “Make and keep me 
pure within,” and in this “keeping” of 
heart purity we must co-operate with 
our Saviour. Sincere Christians guard 
their inner life of thought and imagina- 
tion by refusing to look at pictures 
suggesting evil and refraining from 
reading or listening to things that soil 
the thought life. 

Dr. Wilbur Smith tells of counting 
recently 78 different magazines on one 
stand that contained pictures and read- 
ing suggestive of evil. He then said, 
“I never allow myself to open them.” 
That is part of keeping our hearts from 
uncleanness. The other part is to feed 
into our minds things wholesome and 
clean, especially the cleansing teachings 
of God’s Word. Let prayer be added 
to these things we must do toward our 
inner cleansing and God will co-operate 
and do His part. 





MAKE 
KEEP 











One thing I of the Lord desire, 
For all my way hath miry been; 
Be it by water or by fire, 
make me clean! O make me clean! 


So wash Thou me without, within; 
Or purge with fire, if that must be: 
No matter how, if only sin 
Die out in me, die out in me. 
—wWalter Chambers Smith 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Matthew 5:8, a verse 

in our lesson text, “Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God,” 
contains a statement with two tremen- 
dous thoughts in it. Let us consider 
first the second half: “shall see God.” 
Have you ever tried to imagine what 
God looks like? You were attempting 
an impossible thing, especially if you 
are attempting it with your physical 
eyes. Our eyes will have to be trans- 
formed if we see. Him, for the light of 
His presence would be blinding to the 
strongest physical eyes. John 1:18 says, 
“No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son ... he hath de- 
clared him.” Yet, there are statements 
in the Bible to the effect that men 
have seen God: Genesis (Jacob), Exo- 
dus (Moses and seventy elders), Deu- 
teronomy (Moses), Judges (Manoah), 
Isaiah (“In the year that king Uzziah 
died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a 
throne”); but these may have been 
spiritual visions. Colossians, 1 Timothy, 
and Hebrews speak of the Lord as be- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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ing invisible. There are a number of 
instances where God appeared in the 
image of man, or “an angel of the 
Lord.” 

But it is an overwhelming thought, 
the prospect of seeing God. “Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 
That will be the most marvelous thrill 
in all our experiences—seeing God. We 
cannot even imagine the fringe of this 
truth. 


Now let us try to explore the first 
thought in Matthew 5:8. “Blessed are 
the pure in heart.” What is it to be 
pure in heart? “The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and _ desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17: 
9.) “Keep thy heart with all diligence; 
for out of it are the issues of life” 
(Prov. 4:23). We cannot fully under- 
stand these two important statements 
in Scripture without associating the 
heart with the mind, and that includes 
also the imagination—probably the 
most subtle and susceptible and active 
factor in the combination. It is like the 
magneto or the spark plug in your car; 
it is figuratively the “starter.” Con- 
nected with this are the senses—sight, 
hearing, touch, taste, and smell. These 
channels convey to the imagination 
that upon which it seizes and works, to 
start the brain and the heart (the flesh) 
into action, either for good or for evil. 


Solomon surely knew what he was 
talking about when he said, “Keep thy 
heart with all diligence.” So what is 
it to be “pure in heart’? Here is 
where the indispensable ministry of the 
“Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth; keep the door 


of my lips. Incline not my heart to 
any evil thing, to practise wicked 
works .” (Psa. 141:3, 4). That 


“watch” is the Holy Spirit, and He is 
accessible and ready at any time, day 
or night, to enable you to keep your 
heart pure.’ 


We have gotten now on the fringe of 
a subject too big to deal with in this 
limited space; but let us just consider 
one channel to the imagination—the 
eyesight. Jesus said in His Sermon on 
the Mount “. .. if thy right eye offend 
thee, pluck it~ out. .’ (Matt. 5:29). 
It is hard for me to believe that He 
meant for you to gouge out your own 
eye, or anybody else’s. It does not 
seem possible for one to cut out his 
own eye, but I would not contend it. 
We have to be very careful not to mis- 
interpret what is plainly stated in the 
Bible. But I do know there is a way 
to “cut it out” without gouging or 
surgery. With His help we can with- 
draw our eyes from evil. 

David committed his great sin by 
standing out there on the roof of the 
palace and gazing upon his neighbor 
bathing. The instant he sighted her 
he should have turned quickly and 
gone back to his room and on his knees 
asked God to wash his eyes and imagina- 
tion clean of that picture. It would 











have saved him from a great sin and 
great affliction. I believe that would 
have been acceptable to the Lord in 
avoiding the breaking of the Seventh 
Commandment—and he could have kept 
his eyes for better service. 

The popular magazines of today often 
have some suggestive pictures in them. 
When you come to that page turn it 
quickly—“cut out” your eyes from it 
and ask God to wash from the walls 
of your imagination the filth that can 
enter there even with an instant glance. 
Such temptations can be “sparked” to 
the imagination through the other 
senses, turn away from them at the 
first contact. It will greatly help to 
have a “pure heart”—and oh, fellows, 
think of the rich reward—Seeing God! 


WEAVERVILLE,. N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us review the first three ques- 

tions and answers on the card “God 
the Son,” and then learn the fourth 
one: “What does his name Emmanuel 
mean?” “They shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, 
God with us” (Matt. 1:23). When our 
Lord Jesus came to this earth it was 
God dwelling with men. 

Those of us who have received Christ 
into our hearts always have God with 
us. To think about this makes us happy 
if we are doing things that please Him. 
But if we are doing wrong, the thought 
of His presence makes us uncomfort- 
able. 

The more our thoughts and hearts 
are under the control of our Lord, the 
better off we are. A Christian young 
man once said, “I think it would be 
quite restricting to have one’s thoughts 
always controlled by the Lord.” Some- 
one said to him, “What about your 
car? When it is under your control, 
do you have it standing in an auto 
junk yard? Do you have it sputtering 
and coughing along the road? Or do 
you have it going smoothly down the 
highway?” A person under the Lord’s 
control will be at his best. 

Read Matthew 5:8. The pure in heart 
will also be pure in word and action. 


Sin begins in the heart, and later ap- . 


pears in the life. 

Matthew 5:27, 28 teaches that God 
sees sin in the heart before it comes 
out in the life. Read verses 29, 30. 
Here we get some idea of how serious 
immorality is. The Lord says it is 
better to lose your eyesight than to let 
your eyes lead you into sin. And it is 
better to lose your right hand than to 
use it for sin. 

Next we will read verses 31, 32. This 
is something all of us should think 
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about before marriage. God intends 
marriage to last as long as you both 
shall live, so it should be considered 
well, and God’s will should be sought. 
How sad it is when a young couple 
have to marry because they have not 
been pure in life! I know a. couple 
who have a beautiful home and much 
to make them happy in this life, yet 
they are not happy and do not love 
one another. One day a Christian 
woman, who knows them better than I 
do, said to me, “I feel so sorry for Bill.” 
I said, “Why do you feel especially 
sorry for him?” She said, “I’ve been 
something like a mother to him. Be- 
fore he married he came to me in dis- 
tress, and said, ‘Do you think I really 
have to marry May? She led me on, 
and then when we’d gone too far, she 
said I’d have to marry her.’” This 
woman told him it was the only honor- 
able thing to do. So he did it, but he 
neither loves nor respects his wife. 


Matthew 5:33-37 stresses purity of 
speech. Swearing, double talk, and bad 
words are forbidden by our Lord. Our 
“Yes” should mean “Yes,” and our “No” 
should mean “No.” 


Turn to Philippians 4:8. If our 
thoughts are true, honest, just, pure, 
and lovely, our words and actions will 
be right, too. 


A pure-minded girl wears an invisible 
shield that protects her from the ad- 
vances of evil men. A Christian girl 
known to me, went on an errand to the 
ill-lighted basement of the building in 
which she worked. Suddenly the jan- 
itor, a married man, came out of the 
shadows, caught her in his arms and 
kissed her. She pulled away saying, 
“Please don’t do that again. I am a 
Christian and I don’t think that’s the 
right way for us to express friend- 
ship!” He said, “I’m very sorry. I 
won't do that again.” After prayer, this 
girl felt that she should not tell anyone 
in the building about this experience, 
but she did not go into the basement 
alone unless she knew that the janitor 
was away. Gradually she realized he 
intended to keep his word. She and 
he worked in the same building for 
years, and he always treated her with 
the greatest respect. Although she does 
not know if he ever accepted Christ, 
at least, when she witnessed to him, 
he listened attentively. 


I don’t believe this girl would have 
won the janitor’s lasting respect as she 
did, if she had permitted further fa- 
miliarities or made trouble for him. Be- 
cause she was pure minded and under 
the Lord’s control, He gave her the 
right words to say. 


Our last Scripture is Luke 9:61, 62. 
Here is a person who intends to follow 
the Lord, but plans to do something 
else first. This is a mistake. The Lord’s 
claims must come first. If you put 
Something else first, you cannot tell 
how far you may fall. If you put your- 
Selves into the Lord’s hands, you will 
be among the blessed pure in heart, 
who shall see God. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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From your very first lesson you will... 


aT e find new pleasure in Bible reading 

by e have greater insight into difficult Bible passages 

— e feel more confident when discussing the Bible with others 
a G ¢ be more effective as a Sunday school teacher 
eS e be more convincing as a personal worker or youth leader. 











“This time 
next month 

















Lessons are prepared by well-known Bible teachers. You study at your own 
speed — your lessons are individually corrected by our staff members. You 
receive a personalized certificate upon completion of each course. 


Write today for information to Dept. S 


Philadelphia College of Bible 





1800 Arch Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 










Train for Christian service in the nation’s capital. virtually the 
* capital of the world. To Washington come the world’s great. 


users 4-Yr. Degree Course—3-Yr. Diploma Course 
=’, Majors in Christian Education, Missions, Pastoral Work 
Mee or Sacred Music. Also Evening School and Correspond- 


- ence Division. 
Write for Catalog. Address 


mM GEORGE A. MILES, President 
-* 1441 Rhode Island Ave.,N.W. ~ @ Washington 5, D.C. 


sp Raspes 

















IS THE Bible the infallible Word of God? 


John Murray, Professor of Theology replies: 
It és ours to accept the witness of the Bible, 
for God alone can certify to us the . 
character of His own Word. And He 
asserts that all Scripture is God-breathed, 
and as borne by the Holy Spirit men 
spoke from God. And Jesus said, The 
Scripture cannot be broken 


Professor Murray is one of a company 
of distinguished scholars who compose 
the faculty of Westminster. Qualified 
students of many denominations receive 
a unified course of study designed to pre- | 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., . 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 


- For Catalogue write, 
Director of Admissions 
WESTMINSTER 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chestnut Hill, 

Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 


JOHN MURRAY 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
Talmadge Sutton, Dean 
James Hightower, Superintendent 














make YOUR 
VACATION 
worthwhile 






WHEATON 


CENTENNIAL 


SUMMER 
SESSIONS 





JUNE 14 TO 
LUCLUNS iia) 


Liberal arts and science courses are offered on 
Wheaton Campus, Black Hills Science Station, 
S.D., and Honey Rock, Wisconsin. A century has 
proved the stature of Wheaton’s academic program. 
Special work in teacher training, Graduate School 
of Theology, and Conservatory of Music; also In- 
stitute of Missions. Air-conditioned library, well- 
equipped laboratories and science hall. 


Attend 2, 4, 6, 8, or 10 weeks 


Free Tuition to pastors, full-time Christian workers, 
and alumni for the Inter-Sessions, June 14 to 24. 


SEND FOR FREE BULLETIN 
Write: Director of Summer School, Dept. 40ST 


WHEATON COLLEGE * Wheaton, Illinois 


Dedication in Education Since 1860 








HOME STUDY COURSES 


“God’s Plan of the Ages,” Dr. Talbot $ 3.50 
“Prophecies of Daniel,” Dr. Talbot $ 6.00 
“The Book of Revelation,’”’ Dr. Talbot $ 5.00 
“Christ in the Tabernacle,” Dr. Talbot $ 6.00 
“The Book of Ephesians,” Dr. Talbot $ 3.50 
“The Cuits,” Dr. Talbot $ 6.00 
6 Units—$1.50 per unit ~ 
“Fundamental Doctrines,’’ Dr. Torrey $ 5.00 
“The Minor Prophets,” Dr. Feinberg $14.00 
5 Textbooks 
“Studies for New Christians” $ 1.00 
“Studies in the Gospels” $ 5.00 
“The Book of Acts’ $ 2.00 
“Biblical Geography” $ 2.50 
“Child Evangelism” $ 5.00 
Evangelical Teacher Training Course: 
6 Units Preliminary Certificate $ 9.00 


6 Units Advanced Certificate 
(Write for information) 

Tear Off and Mail Today 
pocorn rr rr nr es 
| BIBLE INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES, INC., ! 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL | 
| 558 SS-4 So. Hope St. 
| Los Angeles 17, Calif. | 


| [oe ANE NNS Stb MCORINDD: x. 50'0'0 0s.cwiswecebkeetios | 
Find fee enclosed ($............ ) | 
| ( Send me free brochure of all courses offered. | 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


What We Think About 
(Matt. 5:8, 33-37; Luke 2:52; Phil. 4:8) 

NE of the object lessons that I find 

children ask to have repeated is 
Tommy Bottle. (You can call it Jennie 
Bottle for girls’ classes. And you can 
vary the sins to cope with any problem 
confronting your pupils.) On paper 
draw an oval for Tommy’s face, large 
enough to fit one side of a quart glass 
bottle or jar. Make eyes, two dots for 


a nose, and a large mouth curving up. 


in a happy smile. Make another similar 
oval with a large mouth curving down 
in a disgruntled scowl. The children 
enjoy Tommy all the more if his fea- 
tures are a little grotesque. Put a few 
drops of paste on each face to stick 
them against-the glass inside the bottle 
on opposite sides. Also stick a white 
heart on the inside bottom of the bottle. 


Tommy Bottle is cross and unhappy 
(scowling side toward the class). Ata 
friend’s house he has been reading some 
comic books with wild and wicked 
stories. His mother has told him not 
to read them because they fill a boy’s 
growing mind with bad thoughts and 
actions instead of good ones. But they 
were so exciting! He just could not 
stop reading them. But something has 
been happening to Tommy’s heart. 
(Tip bottle to show the heart. Hold a 
lighted match under the bottle and let 
the smoke cloud the heart. As the fol- 
lowing sins are mentioned, blacken the 
heart more.) Now, at home again, 
Tommy is just as grouchy as he can be 
—quarreling with his little sister, dis- 
obeying his mother, talking back to his 
father—till he is sent upstairs to bed 
without dessert! He is cross with God, 
too, and doesn’t say his prayers. What 
a miserable Tommy! His face like this 
(showing scowling face) and his heart 
like this (show blackened heart)! 

The Lord Jesus has good news for 
Tommy. That dirty heart can be 
cleaned! When Tommy thinks over the 
bad day and begins to be sorry, and 
wishes he could get rid of all this horrid 
black sin in his heart and life—when 
Tommy gets hungry for something— 
not dessert; what?—things can change! 
Just the minute Tommy is willing to 
ask the Lord Jesus to forgive him, the 
Lord cleans Tommy’s dirty heart (use 
a red cloth to wipe off the soot) and 
forgives his sins, gives him a clean 
heart and righteousness. How good 
Tommy feels inside—clean! And out- 
side! (Show side of bottle with smiling 
face.) Now it is easy for Tommy to 
say his prayers—how close God seems! 
Next morning Tommy comes down 
with such a smiling face! He is kind 
to his sister, obedient to his parents, 


and even volunteers to help with the 
dishes! 

Do you get like Tommy Bottle some- 
times? You are like a glass bottle to 
God; He can see right in. But if you 
want to see Him, your heart must be 
clean. Find the Lord’s sixth rule for 
happiness (Matt. 5:8, Memory Verse). 
“Pure” means clean. 

Let us repeat all the rules we have 
learned. Were you happy this week 
in being “merciful” to others as the 
Lord has been to you? 

When the Lord Jesus was a boy, did 
He keep His heart clean? Was He 
kind and merciful? Find a verse that 
describes Him at about your age (Luke 
2:52). 


The Lord Jesus has put in the Bible © 


a prayer to help Tommy Bottle and all 
of you to get a clean heart (Psa. 51:10), 
and another verse to help you keep a 
clean heart. It tells you what kind of 
things to think about, what kind of 
books to read, what kind of TV pro- 
grams to watch (Phil. 4:8). Make a 
list of them on the blackboard. “Good 
report” might be expressed as “good 
reputation”; “virtue” as “thing worth 
while”; “praise” as “thing that deserves 
praise.” 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD is absolutely pure. God is ab- 

solutely perfect. God’s Word tells 
us that those who belong to Him by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ will be 
happy (blessed) here on earth if they 
are pure in heart. And, when life is 
over, they shall see God. Maybe you 
are wondering what it means to be 
“pure in heart.” Let me tell you. A 
person who is pure in heart is one who 
is perfectly honest in all things. His 
reasons for doing things or saying things 
are perfectly honest. That is, he does 
not tell his teacher that she looks nice, 
so that he will get a good mark on his 
report card. He does not do errands 
for the lady next door so that she will 
give him a dish of ice cream. He does 
the errand because he wants to be help- 
ful to the lady. He says the nice thing 
to his teacher because the nice thing 
is truthful—he would say it even if he 
should happen to fail on his report 
card. God, who is perfect and pure, 
wants His children to be pure—per- 
fectly pure and honest. 

Ever since the beginning of things, 
men and women and children have 
been untruthful. Sometimes they lied, 
hoping to keep themselves from pun- 
ishment. Sometimes they lied, hoping 
to fool (deceive) someone else. Some- 
times they lied because they wanted to. 
But God, the perfect one, hates lying. 
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So He wrote in His Law that His peo- 
ple were to tell the truth. So truthful 
were they to be that when they said 
“Yes,” everyone else would know that 
“Yes” was truthful. If they said “No,” 
everyone could count on it that “No” 
was truthful. Anything that was not 
truthful, God said, was from the Devil 
himself! 

Nancy is a Christian. She has re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus as her Saviour. 
She really loves God. But, I am sorry 
to say, Nancy is not always truthful. 
Because Nancy lives on a farm, she 
has a pony. She knows that she is al- 
lowed to ride her pony only if her 
homework is done. It was with this 
understanding that her daddy had given 
her the pony. But do you know what? 
Every time her daddy sees her riding, 
he has to ask, “Is your homework done?” 
He should not have to ask that. Nancy 
should be so honest that she would 
never ride her pony unless her home- 
work was done. It should be that 
every time she rides, her whole family 
could say, “Nancy has her homework 
done.” Nancy wants everyone to think 
that her homework is finished. But she 
is lying—not with her lips but with her 
life. And God hates lying! 

Sometimes when Nancy gets up in 
the morning, she does not feel like go- 
ing to school. It is not that she is sick. 
She is quite well. But she says to her 
mother, “My tummy aches something 
awful. I’m so sick.” She makes her 
eyes droop and she does, indeed, look 
rather sick. Her mother asks more 
questions, and soon she is convinced 
that Nancy is not well enough to go to 
school. So Nancy stays at home. After 
the school bus has gone, and after 
Daddy has gone to work, and Nancy 
is certain that there is no possible way 
for her to get to school, her “sick” 
tummy begins to feel all right. And 
soon she is bouncing around the house, 
having a lot of fun. Nancy had not 
been sick at all. She lied to her mother. 
And lying is of the Devil! Unless she 
soon learns to tell the truth, there will 
come a day when she is really, truly 
sick. But her mother will not believe 
her. And she will insist that Nancy 
go to school. Who knows what might 
happen then? Lying is a dreadful thing 
in God’s sight. And lying will be pun- 
ished, you can be sure of that.. Mother 
might not catch you. But God knows 
every lie. And He must punish the 
liar. 


When Missionary Paul wrote one of 
his letters to the early Christians, he 
gave them some very good advice: 
“Whatsoever things are true . . . whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely ... think on these things” 
(Phil. 4:8). God knows that by think- 
ing the truth, by thinking pure thoughts, 
by thinking lovely thoughts, we will 
become truthful, pure, and lovely: And 
that is the way He wants us to be. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


Our God offers His presence to us in 
our extremity!—J. Sidlow Baxter. 


April 16, 1960 (Lesson for May 1) 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 314) 


1. They “shall see God” (Matt. 5: 
8). 

2. Of adultery (Matt. 5:28). 

3. Because the wicked deed to which 
they might lead would consign the evil- 
doer to severe punishment (Matt. 5: 
29, 30). 

4. Fornication (Matt. 5:32). 

5. Three of the following: by 
Heaven, earth, Jerusalem, a_ person’s 
head (Matt. 5:34-36). 

6. Because each related in some way 
to God—His nature, abode, or creative 
work. ; 

7. In “wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man” (Luke 2: 
52). 

8. His backward glance shows (1) 
that he is half-hearted, still desiring 
what he has left behind; (2) that the 
furrow to be plowed ahead will not be 
straight. 

9. Four of the following: that which 
is true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of 
good report. 

10. The Holy Spirit of God. 


Mept1A, Pa. 








The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1949 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Witness in the Laundry.—Blessed are 

the pure in heart (Matt. 5:8, Golden 
Text). Who are the pure in heart? 
Psalm 32:2 gives the answer, “Blessed 
is the man unto whom the Lord im- 
puteth not iniquity.” How did they 
reach this happy condition? Again 
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RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 
A Christian Secondary School 


Write for catalogue, rates, etc. 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY COURSE 
Dr. John J. McCall, President 
RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 
Shark River Hills, Neptune, N. J, 
“Where Christ Is Honored” 


Grades 7-12 


Co-educational 





Under God’s Guidance 


MARION Moves Ahead 






@ Added new courses, including a major in 

Business Administration, needed new buildings, 

increased enrollment, larger campus, stronger 

teaching staff, a deepened spiritual life —these 
evidence the outpouring of God’s blessings. 

A large percentage of graduates are 

Hae time Christian work. Many 

are missionaries. Others are 

outstanding in business 

and the professions. 


Oe 


Courses in rich variety. 
Get the facts before you decide. 


WRITE TODAY. 


Address Dept. ST Marion, Indiana 














Why Pour 
YOUR DOLLARS 


Down the Drain? 


INVEST NOW 
FOR ETERNITY 


Prairie Annuities 
Pay the Best Rates 
Write for information 


ANNUITY DEPARTMENT 


Prairie Bible Institute 
Three Hills, Alberta, Canada 
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pw ge edi — College preparatory Academy in South needs: (1) 

Write for catalog describing Scotields and zipper cases | Choir Director, (2) Latin Teacher. Write Adv. No. 

to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 985, The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St. 
ila. 5, Pa. 


PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 





Se 2 lield Bibles We,heve the new loose CHRISTIAN TEACHERS NEEDED: 




























_ WINDSHIELD STICKERS OFFERED FREE 


Attractive, colored windshield stickers (‘‘Jesus F U R N. | Ti U tg EF 


y WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 


Never Fails’ and “Ye Must Be Born Again’’) 
are available without charge from Atlanta Tes- AND LOW D/RECT PRICES 
tament League, P. O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 


Georgia. Send a self-addressed stamped en- J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


velope with your request. 























TEACH YOUR VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL PUPILS 
THE TRUTH THAT 
MATTERS MOST 


OUR REDEEMER 


New All-Bible Series for Beginners 


through Teens Uniformly Adapted OUR REDEEMER 


Series |-- OUR NEED OF 
A REDEEMER 














All three series are part of a 5-year VBS course teaching 








the plan of redemption to young minds and hearts. The Series I] — STRENGTH AND 
10 lessons in each series are taken from both Old and POWER 

New Testaments. 

instruction material includes director's manual, teachers’ (MS\aS( EMU 
guides, pupils’ workbooks. Visual aids include 2 flannel- COURAGE 


raph missionary stories and 2 flash card stories in color, 
ts cards each). Especially geared for the smaller school, 
with small budget, limited equipment and staff. 


A complete package for a suecessful Vacation Bible School. 
Write today for descriptive literature and order form. 






SUPPLIERS OF RELIGIOUS 
MATERIAL TO SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS FOR OVER 

A CENTURY 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 




























BUCKINGHAMMOCK HOMESITES 
IN FLORIDA 
For Christian Folk Who Use No Liquor 


Large lots averaging about 14,000 square feet; some wooded; 
some facing both golf course and paved street. All lots are 
on paved streets, with electric lines and water mains; in 
highly restricted single residence area; near proposed Chris- 
tian retirement center. 









Location about 1% miles from center of Vero Beach, 
Florida, just outside City limit. 


PRICES REASONABLE 


Contact owners for further information 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. Buckingham 
P. O. Box 1257 Vero Beach, Florida 
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Psalm 32 gives the answer, “I said, I 
will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of 
my sin.” How can we join their num- 
ber? A friend of the writer’s, the Docks 
Missionary at Southampton, gives the 
answer to that. He went into the laun- 
dry on one of the big liners, and the 
workers came round him to see whether 
he had any Scripture booklets for them. 
He seized the opportunity, and showed 
them how they might be washed white 
as snow through faith in the shed 
blood of our Lord. Perhaps he quoted 
1 John 1:7 and Isaiah 1:18 and Rev- 
elation 7:14—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Thoughts in a Basket—But I say 
unto you, That whosoever looketh . .. 
to lust . . . hath committed adultery 

. . already in his heart (Matt. 5:28). 
Suppose a man should find a great bas- 
ket by the wayside, carefully packed, 
and on opening it should find it filled 
with human thoughts, all the thoughts 
that had passed through one single 
brain in one year, or five years—what 
a medley they would make! How 
many would be wild and foolish, how 
many weak and contemptible, how 
many so contradictory and crooked that 
they could hardly lie in the basket! 
And suppose he should be told that 
these were his own thoughts, children 
of his own brain—how amazed he 
would be, and how little prepared to 
see himself as thus revealed! How he 
would want to run away and hide, if 
all the world were to see the basket 
opened! He would need no further 
proof that he had sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Albert. My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Eyelids Can Keep Out Evil.—And 
if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it 
out, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that 
thy whole body should be cast into hell 
(Matt. 5:29). A young girl, newly a 
Christian, said to her grandmother, “I 
don’t think it’s much use trying any 
longer to be a Christian. Look at the 
pictures in this magazine; there are so 
many bad things to pull you down, 
everywhere you look.” “Well, now, las- 
sie,’ said her godly grandmother, “It’s 
true indeed, there’s much to pull a 
child of God down in this sinful world. 
That’s why we must ever be looking 
unto Jesus. But that magazine now— 
you’re looking at it of your own free 
will, and I’ve noticed it’s the same 
with some other things. Don’t ever 
forget, God gave you eyes to see, but 
He also gave you eyelids not to see.”— 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Ont., 
Can. 


Burn It Before the Judgment.—And 
if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off 
(Matt. 5:30). I was seated with dear 
James Wright, in Bristol, the successor 
and son-in-law of the departed George 
Miiller, and I had been reading 1 Co- 
rinthians 3:12, 13, where the apostle 
tells us that, even on the foundation of 
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Jesus Christ and Him crucified, we 
may build wood, hay, and stubble, as 
well as gold, silver, and precious stones; 
but that, when the ordeal of fire comes, 
the wood, hay, and stubble will be 
swept away; that our work, if of that 
kind, will be burned and we shall suf- 
fer loss, even though saved as by fire. 
I said, “My beloved brother, is it neces- 
sary for us to leave the wood, hay, and 
stubble until the last day, in order to 
have it burned up? Can we not have 
it burned up every day?” “By all 
means,” he said, “let it not accumulate.” 
It has been my habit for years to spend 
the last half hour before I go to sleep 
in looking over the day, asking God to 
let me see where wood, hay, and stub- 
ble has found incorporation in my life 
building, asking Him to judge me then 
and there, and to burn up the wood, 
hay, and stubble, that nothing may 
stand but gold, silver, and precious 
stones. What a blessed thing for us to 
discern ourselves in daily judgment, 
deciding, with regard to God, to leave 
nothing for the last great trial that will 
not stand the fire!—Sent by J. W. Philp, 
Demorest, Ga. 


They Did Not Mean It.—Thou shalt 
not forswear thyself, but shalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths (Matt. 5:33). 
One of God’s servants preached an elo- 
quent and heart-searching sermon on 
repentance. Many showed signs of sor- 
row for sin. When he said, “All who 
are truly penitent, hold up your hands,” 
many did. Then the minister prayed, 
“O God, cut off every hand which has 
been held up hypocritically!” Many 
hands dropped!—From Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. Prize illus- 
tration. 


God Used the Gift.—Lord, I will fol- 
low thee (Luke 9:61). A Scottish boy, 
lying on the heather beside a brook, 
fell asleep and had a wonderful dream. 
The sky became glorious with a daz- 
zling light. Out of this light came a 
chariot drawn by horses of fire. Faster 
and faster it came down from the sky, 
and when it came near the boy, he 
heard a voice as sweet as the mountain 
brook, saying, “Come up hither, I have 
work for thee to do.” When the boy 
got up to obey, he awoke, and found it 
was a dream. The impression did not 
leave him, and one day the boy went 
to his room, knelt down beside the 
bed, and prayed, “O Lord, Thou knowest 
that silver and gold have I none, but 
what I have I give to Thee. I offer 
myself. Wilt thou accept the gift?” 
God did accept the gift, and that boy 
became one of the truly great mission- 
aries. His name was Alexander Duff, 
missionary to India—From the Chris- 
tian World Pulpit. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Forgiveness—the Greatest Gift—And 
Jesus said unto him, No man, having 
put his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God 
(Luke 9:62). Copernicus changed the 
thoughts of mankind about the uni- 
verse. When dying, his book, “The 
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Revolution of the Heavenly Bodies,” 
was given to him. The great scholar 
and astronomer, who had told the num- 
ber of the stars and pronounced the 
laws of the universe, thought of him- 
self, not as a great astronomer, but 
only as a sinner. He penned his own 
epitaph, which can be seen on the 
marker of his grave, and reads: “I do 
not seek a kindness equal to that given 
Paul; nor do I ask the grace granted to 
Peter. But that forgiveness, which 
Thou didst grant to the robber, I ear- 
nestly crave!”—From Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 1 
1. If You Lived With Us 
(Eph. 6:1-4) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E HAVE had recently a series of 
three topics emphasizing the truth 
that when an individual accepts Christ 
as his or her Saviour, and Christ comes 
into the heart to live and control, that 
person becomes a new creature. Old 
habits and desires and practices are 
counteracted by the new life that is 
within. 
ve 
One of the places in which the reality 
of this new life and new disposition will 
make itself known and felt is in the 
home and among the other members 
of the family. If this is not so, then we 
may well question the reality of the 
individual’s outward profession of 
Christ. 
ye 


It is also true that the home is often 
the most difficult place in which to 
lead a Christian life, particularly if the 
other members of the family are not 
Christians. The very fact that an in- 
dividual is seeking to follow Christ 
and exemplify Him stirs up opposition 
in the hearts of others because such a 
testimony condemns the others. Even 
when no word is spoken, they feel the 
impact of the Christian life that is be- 
ing lived among them and they resent 
it. It is not pleasant to be condemned 
by others even when we know we have 
done wrong. But when, to the best of 
our knowledge and belief, we have 
done what we believe Christ would 
have us do, it is difficult and painful 
to endure criticism, especially from our 
loved ones, for they have the capacity 
to wound us in ways that others cannot. 
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We need, then, the grace of the Lord 
Jesus in a special measure if we would 
maintain a consistent Christian testi- 
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mony in our homes. We need His wis- 
dom to know when to speak and when 
to keep silent. And we need His en- 
abling to forgive and forget those things 
that others in our home do that make 
it difficult to follow Christ and be true 
to Him. We need also a_ special 
thoughtfulness and love for others even 
when we know they are wrong, lest we 
transfer to them, as individuals, our 
disapproval of the things they do and 
Say. 
we 


The Scripture verses chosen for this 
week’s topic apply particularly to chil- 
dren and their parents. But they have 
a similar application to brothers and 
sisters and others in the home. 


ve 


The fact that our parents may not be 
believers, or that they may not have 
the same relationship to the Lord Jesus 
that we have, does not relieve us from 
obedience to them, except when such 
obedience directly involves disobedi- 
ence of God. For example, there are 
instances in which fathers or mothers 
have specifically forbidden their saved 
children to attend church services. 
Only under very exceptional circum- 
stances should a child disobey its par- 
ents, even when the child is convinced 
that the parent is wrong in this respect. 
Under God’s provision for the human 
family, the parent has been given the 
right of authority, even when that au- 
thority may be mistakenly used. The 
Christian parent, however, is admon- 
ished not to provoke children to wrath. 
Compelling the obedience of a child, 
except in vital and exceptional circum- 
stances, seldom wins the child over, 
even when the parent is right and has 
the child’s best interest at heart. Dis- 
cipline must be exercised with love 
and with fairness and understanding, 
if it is to show forth the spirit of Christ. 


se 


It is right here that the family altar 
in the home becomes a clearing house 
for disagreements and misunderstand- 
ings. If the children are. taught, as 
soon as they can understand, to bring 
their troubles and difficulties to the 
feet of the Lord Jesus, as the family 
gathers in their daily prayer time, and 
if the parents demonstrate before the 
children their willingness to ask for 
God’s guidance and direction and en- 
abling in all the questions that arise 
in the family circle, then God has an 
opportunity to knit the family together 
in love and co-operation and under- 
standing in a way that He cannot do 
in a home where He is not made the 
center of the family life. 


se 


It is admittedly not easy to find time 
in the modern home when all can 
gather together around God’s Word and 
for a time of prayer, but it can be done 
if the members of the family are will- 
ing to make the effort. Will you do 
what you can to have a family altar 
in your home if there is not one already 
there? At first you may be the only 





one present, but, with God’s help, others 
can be added, until the whole family 
circle is included. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The “Simeon” of Acts 15:14 
(Continued from page 308) 


that God had used him to preach the 
Gospel to the Gentiles and had given 
the Holy Spirit to these Gentiles when 
they accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
and believed on Him. This was in the 
house of Cornelius and is recounted for 
us in Acts 10. Paul and Barnabas 
spoke further to the council, and then 
James, who was evidently its leader, 
summed up the matter as given in 
Acts 15:13-21, mentioning that Simeon 
(or Simon) had declared how God for 
the first time visited the Gentiles (in 
the house of Cornelius). 


At Home With the Aucas 
(Continued from page 310) 


eyes, swarming over the food, often 
lighting by the dozen on a mouthful as 
it is being passed from pot to mouth. 
These creatures will not be shooed 
away. They must be picked off one 
by one. 

A dear lady whom I do not know 
sent me a special gift of money ear- 
marked for screens for my Auca house. 
To what does one tack screens when 
there are no walls? It is often said 
that a missionary ought to show the 
people a better way, a “higher” stand- 
ard of living. But screens, at least so 
far, would be an impossibility for the 
Auca. Have we a right to use them 
ourselves, and thus add one more bar- 
rier to the high one that we cannot 
eliminate? I do not know. Jesus 
Christ, when He was here on earth, 
lived on a lower standard than most 
of His associates. He had not “where 
to lay his head.” 

There was nothing about Jesus’ cus- 
toms or everyday life that was pecul- 
iar. He followed the customs of His 
time and country. He was the expres- 
sion of His Father, come in the flesh, 
and living among men. There were no 
distractions to His message in the way 
He conducted Himself among them. In 
the very doing of the things they did, 
He showed them the Father. To them 
He was not a foreigner. Certainly He 
had relinquished all that His Father's 
home had meant to Him. “Let Christ 
himself be your example as to what 
your attitude should be. For he, who 
had always been God by nature, did 
not cling to his prerogatives as God's 
equal, but stripped himself of all priv- 
ilege by consenting to be a slave by 
nature and being born as mortal man. 
And, having become man, he humbled 
himself by living a life of utter obe- 
dience, even to the extent of dying, 
and the death he died was the death 
of a common criminal” (Phil. 2:5-8, 
Phillips’ translation; Macmillan.) 
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I began to comprehend, while living 
with the Aucas, something of what it 
means to be a foreigner, to lose one’s 
own culture for the sake of winning 
those of another. I began to appreciate, 
as I had not appreciated in six pre- 
vious years of missionary life, the ne- 
cessity for removing as many of the 
distractions from our message as pos- 
sible. Was I bringing them a foreigner’s 
message, or had I something to offer 
that would mean Life to them, the 
very Life of All Ages, as John refers 
to Christ in his First Epistle? If He 
is the Life of all ages, He is the Life of 
all cultures. 


(To be continued) 


ye 
Along the Trail of ‘98 


(Continued from second page) 


point that thousands of prospectors set 
out on foot over the White Pass to the 
headwaters of the Yukon River. In 
the spring of ’98, Skagway grew from 
a little village to a city of 15,000 peo- 
ple from all stations of life and nation- 
alities—all drawn to the northland by 
the lure of Klondike gold. 

Skagway is now the southern ter- 
minus of the White Pass and Yukon 
Railway, and here the Christian Fellow- 
ship Party will entrain for a daylight 
scenic ride to Carcross in Yukon Ter- 
ritory, Canada, some sixty-nine miles 
farther north. This railroad follows 
the pioneer trail of ’98, and it is no ex- 
aggeration to say that probably no 
other trip by rail is more interesting 
or thrilling. The scenery is rugged 
and awe inspiring. The famous Trail 
of ’98 may be seen across the ravine 
from the tracks. The train will stop 
at Inspiration Point, 2400 feet above 
sea level. Here may be seen a mar- 
velous panoramic view including the 
jagged Sawtooth Mountains, glacier- 
topped Mount Pinnacle, and the Lynn 
Canal in the distance—a sight never to 
be forgotten. Camera enthusiasts will 
have excellent opportunities to take 
many unusual pictures. 

The train will also stop at the town 
of Bennett, which in the Gold Rush 
days had a population of 10,000 but 
now is only a ghost town. Here the 
party will have lunch. It was here 
that the stampeders built their rafts 
and crude boats in which they con- 
tinued the journey down Lake Bennett 
to Carcross and thence into Lake Tag- 
ish and on to the headwaters of the 
Yukon River. For twenty-six miles 
the railway follows the eastern shore 
of the brilliant waters of Lake Ben- 
nett. The mountains that tower a full 
mile above its shores are old rose in 
color, and are dotted with countless 
beautiful wild flowers. When the wa- 
ter is calm, the mirrorlike reflections 
are of unsurpassed beauty. 

Included in this year’s tour, which 
Starts from Chicago July 5 and returns 
to that point July 25, are stops over- 
night at Seattle, Mt. Rainier, Victoria, 
B. C., and Banff. Stops will also be 
made at Vancouver, B. C., Lake Louise, 
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Emerald Lake, Moraine Lakes. Many 
spots of unusual scenic beauty will be 
seen as the train passes through the 
Canadian Rockies and the American 
Rockies. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a director of 
the Times, with Mrs. Jaeger, will be 
with the tour party throughout the 
trip. A card addressed to him at 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa., 
asking for the Alaska folder will bring 
one to you immediately. This folder 
will contain full information as to costs 
and other details. 


ve 


Operation Sunday School 
(Continued from page 312) 


getting off and entering the Sunday 
school! Yes, the buses are organized 
like the rest of the staff. 

Your curiosity has grown to a high 
peak. You are anxjous to get inside, 
to see what is going on. The guide 
takes you and introduces you to Miss 
Anderson. Right away you see from 
her sunny smile and enthusiasm one 
reason why the attendance is so large. 

You learn that the buses you just 
saw are manned by consecrated drivers. 
Some work all week long on the buses. 
They leave the church early and have 
a regular route. They go in every 
direction for miles around, gathering 
up the boys and girls who could not 
attend Sunday school otherwise. Some 
of these drivers, where there is indif- 
ference on the part of the parents, have 
gone in and dressed the children. Some 
have given them clothes from the 
church commissary, work carried on 
by women of the missionary group. 
In some cases the drivers have been 
known to give the children breakfast. 
Two adults ride with the buses. They 
even have their own prayer meeting 
night. 

You start your tour in the Nursery. 
Yes, wee infants like it and occupy nice 
clean cribs. The work is headed by a 
graduate nurse, Linnea Osberg, with 
volunteer mothers as helpers. The 
Nursery is as sanitary as a _ hospital, 
even to having germicidal candles. 

You are surprised as you leave the 
Nursery, that the Sunday school has 
14 departments and 130 consecrated 
teachers. No wonder it takes nine 
buses to bring the pupils in. Each 
teacher has the responsibility not only 
of giving the Word and sowing the seed 
but of ministering to the salvation of 
every boy and girl. The Sunday school 
teachers and officers have their prayer 
meetings also, for they know without 
prayer they could do little. 

After you have visited every depart- 
ment, from the Nursery to the Adult 
Class, you wonder, as so many have, 
how it is done. Under the direction 
of Miss Anderson, one feels like a sol- 
dier in the Lord’s army, everyone with 
a task to do, and everyone carrying 
out orders. 

Teachers and officers meet on Friday 
night. JZhey call themselves the Two 
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Hundred Band. For two hours they 
make calls on new members and ab- 
sentees, then return to the church to 
make a report. The church has had 
to rebuild three times since its begin- 
ning to accommodate the vast Sunday 
school. 

Every year they have two big drives 
for new members, fall and _ spring. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


April 25 to May 1 


Mon.—Matthew 23:25-28. 
The Purity That Counts Most. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye are like unto whited sepulchres, 
which indeed appear beautiful out- 
ward, but are within full of dead men’s 
bones, and of all uncleanness.” The 
inward is more important than the out- 
ward. The blurred and distorted view 
of sin today makes great iniquities 
seem like children’s fault. In this time 
sins are greater than in any previous 
time. “He that despised Moses’ law 
died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: of how much sorer punish- 
ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace?” (Heb. 10:28, 29.) The New 
Testament more clearly shows up our 
moral blight. Pray for the Mission to 
the Blind in Bible Lands, Jerusalem. 


Tues.—Luke 9:57-62. 
Singleness of Purpose. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “No man, hav- 
ing put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” Discipleship has to be tested 
for constancy of purpose. A fickle man 
is unstable in all his ways, and cannot 
excel (Gen. 49:4). Are your purposes 
in the flesh or in the Spirit? Full 
purpose of heart is the great necessity 
(Acts 11:23). Pray for the Home of 
Onesiphorus, Chicago, IIl. 


Wed.—Mark 7:1-8. 
Honoring God From the Heart. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This people 
honoureth me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me.” The Lord diag- 








nosed the state of soul of the religious 
people in Israel. Many professed Chris- 
tians are thus spiritually decadent to- 
day. Lip service is all the Lord gets 
from most of us. Test yourself with 
the twelfth chapter of Romans, the 
thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians, 
and the final chapters of all New Tes- 
tament epistles. Pray for the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—Matthew 15:10-20. 
Purity of the Heart. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Those things 
which proceed out of the mouth come 
forth from the heart; and they defile 
the man.” The mouth is the loud- 
speaker for the studio of the heart. 
Thoughts find expression. “Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh” (Matt. 12:34). The grace of 
God in our hearts insures pure words 
and deeds. “Blessed are the pure in 
heart.” “Keep thyself pure.” Approve 
yourself by pureness, by knowledge, 
by longsuffering, by kindness, by the 
Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned (Matt. 
5:8; 1 Tim. 5:22; 2 Cor. 6:6). Pray for 
the Navigators, Colorado Springs, Colo. 


Fri—2 Timothy 2:20-26. 

The Pure Are God’s Servants. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A vessel . 

meet for the master’s use, and prepared 
unto every good work.” Here is the 
Lord’s standard for servants in His 
Kingdom. The observance of the Lord’s 
Supper should include the washing of 
the Christian’s life from spots and stains 
by the blood of Christ. The commun- 
ion service should always be a spiritual 
cleansing time. “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (1 John 1:9). Pray for 
the Orinoco River Mission, Venezuela. 


Sat.—Matthew 5:8, 27-37. 
Purity of Heart and Life. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God.” 
Heart purity shows itself in purity of 
life. Be careful to hold the mystery 
of the faith with a pure conscience. 
Everyone who has the hope of sal- 
vation ought to purify himself as the 
Lord is pure (1 John 3:3). Wisdom 
from Heaven is pure. Exemplify your 
faith in purity (1 Tim. 4:12). You 
can be approved of God only by “pure- 
ness” (2 Cor. 6:6). Practice reveals 
what we are; profession tells what we 
think we are. Pray for the Pocket 
Testament League, Englewood, N. J. 


Sun.—Ephesians 5:25 to 6:4. 
Purity in Family Life. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Husbands, love 
your wives . . . Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord: for this is right.” 
The Christian church is dependent upon 
Christian families. The little church of 
the home is the foundation of the local 
church. As families go, so go the 
churches. Family religion is basic to 
all spiritual prosperity. Do you have 
Bible reading and prayer in your 
home? Pray for the Peruvian Bible 
Institute, Lima, Peru. 
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